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Kelley Williams 
Request to change the Operation of the Old River Control Structure

James Kelley Williams

Born in 1934 in Bentonia, MS

1956 Georgia Tech Chemical Engineer

1962 MBA at Harvard Business School

CEO of First Mississippi Corporation

Lives in Eastover in Jackson, MS

Very smart & very successful

Owns 8,792 acres Lake Mary below Natchez

$50M+ asset with oil wells, ag land & hunting

Chairman of Bigger Pie Forum

Watchdog of:

▪ Kemper Power Plant

▪ PERS Retirement System

▪ Old River Control Structure

Who is Kelley Williams?
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The 1954 Flood Control Act authorized the construction of the Old River Control Complex (ORCC).
The ORCC must maintain a 70/30 distribution between the MS River & the Atchafalaya River.
The only way to change this 70/30 split is through Federal Legislation.

192 MW

(G’ville 754 MW)
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Bigger Pie Forum
Kelley Williams - Lake Mary
Request to change the Operation of the Old River Control Structure

Kelley Williams testifying at the Mississippi
River Commission Highwater Hearing
April 13, 2016 – Lake Providence, LA

MS Secretary Delbert Hosemann testifying at the 
Mississippi River Commission Low-water Hearing
August 17, 2016 – Natchez, MS

2016
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KELLEY WILLIAMS OWNS
8,792 ACRES WITHIN
THE RIVER BATTURE

Claim – Old River Control Structure – if more water was allowed to go down 
         the Atchafalaya River – then there would be less flooding above Vicksburg. 
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YAZOO CITY, MS

LAKE MARY

OLD RIVER CONTROL STRUCTURE

VICKSBURG, MS

NATCHEZ, MS

RM 435.4

RM 315

RM 329.6
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MAYERSVILLE, MS

RM 496

GREENVILLE, MS
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If we could lower 
the stages at 
Vicksburg, MS:

I am all for it!

This would help 
lower stages at 
Wolf Lake, 
the Carter Area, 
Yazoo City, and 
at the Steele Bayou 
Structure which 
would lower stages 
in the Yazoo 
Backwater Area in 
the South Delta!

30% DOWN THE ATCHALAFALYA

70% DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI
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The Corps of Engineers ran the Hydraulic Model

using a  60/40 split and a 50/50 spilt to see how

the MS River would react upstream.

The Corps discovered that there are benefits at Lake Mary,

a little benefit at Natchez, but no effect at Vicksburg, MS.

The benefits of the hydraulic loss plays out between 

Natchez and Vicksburg, MS.



Several claims always heard during the Flood Season:

“Why doesn’t the Corps open up the Morganza Floodway 
    and the Bonnet Carre’ Floodway earlier?  
Why don’t they push more through the Old River Control Structure?
That will reduce flood levels up here in Greenville, MS!”

The Corps of Engineers has evaluated the earlier opening  
 of Morganza & Bonnet Carre’ and looked at modifying
 the flow through the Old River Control Structure.

Bonnet Carre’ 
• Bonnet Carre’ is located at RM 129.6 which is 305 miles below Vicksburg.
• The Corps discovered there are no impacts from the operation of                        

Bonnet Carre’ above Baton Rouge, LA which is 100 miles away.

Morganza Floodway
• Morganza is at RM 283 which is 152 miles below Vicksburg.
• For Morganza Floodway to be operated it has to spill over the low-sill        

structure which is already above flood stage.
• The Corps discovered there are no impacts from the operation of 

Morganza above Natchez, MS which is 80 miles away.

Floodways are very effective if you are located below them – not above them!
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Vicksburg sees no benefit at all from the operation of the Morganza 
Floodway or the operation of the Bonnet  Carre’ Spillway, or 
pushing more water to the  Atchafaylya through the Old River 
Control Structure!

Old River Control Structure
• The Old River Control Structure (ORCS) is at RM 315 which is 33 

miles below Natchez but 106 miles below Vicksburg.
• Currently the Corps splits the flow at ORCS at 70/30 (30% down the 

Atchafalya River) – if they changed the split to 50/50 there is a                                                              
little reduction at Natchez but no affect at Vicksburg.



Kelley Williams - Lake Mary - Bigger Pie Forum

Claim – Old River Control Structure – if more water was allowed to go down 
the Atchafalaya – then there would be less flooding above Vicksburg. 

The Truth:  
• The Corps of Engineers has evaluated changing the split at Old River Control
 Structure from 70/30 to 60/40 and 50/50.
• The Lake Mary Area would indeed see less flooding!

• However – Vicksburg would see no benefit at all!
• This means no one above Vicksburg, including the MS South Delta, Carter Area, 
 Wolf Lake or Yazoo City Area would see any reduction of flooding at all!

• Not to mention the Atchafalaya Area would see significantly more flooding!
• More flow in the Atchafalaya would fill up the flood storage currently available,
 increased flooding, increased scour potential & bank caving.

• The MS River below Old River would see less flooding – but this will hurt 
 navigation on the MS River, could see salt water intrusion because of
 less flow, and increased sediment deposition due to less flow.

2016



CAIRO – RM 953

MEMPHIS – RM 734
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0.22’/mile (2.6”/mile)

0.14’/mile (1.7”/mile)

0.17’/mile (2”/mile)
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CAIRO – RM 953

MEMPHIS – RM 734

GREENVILLE – RM 531

VICKSBURG – RM 435

NATCHEZ – RM 363

OLD RIVER CONTROL STRUCTURE – RM 315

BATON ROUGE – RM 228

NEW ORLEANS – RM 103

GULF OF MEXICO – RM 0

MORGAN CITY, LA – RM 118

FS is 6          Record Stage 10.53 in 1973

~53

SIMMESPORT, LA – RM 5

FS is 40          Record Stage 59 in 1927

~12



Lawsuit – Against the Operation of the Old River Control Structure
Kelley Williams gets State of MS & Don Barrett to sue the Corps 

February 11, 2019 - The State of Mississippi announced a lawsuit in the Court of Federal Claims against the U.S.A. claiming the federal 

government’s artificial flooding amounts to an unconstitutional taking and seeks $25M in damages on almost 8,000 acres of 16th Section land. 

The U.S. Constitution’s 5th Amendment Takings Clause requires the government to pay “just” compensation when it takes property for public 

use. They claim the Old River Control Structure, which prevents the Mississippi River from shifting its course to the shorter Atchafalaya 

River, is causing flooding and dumping silt on public lands. They claim that over the years flooding has increased siltation, deterioration of 

wildlife habitats, tree mortality, and other problems on private and public lands along the Mississippi River. Don Barrett is leading the lawsuit.

February 15, 2019 – J. Kelley Williams sues USA for $35M over flooding his 8,792 acre Lake Mary Plantation within the MS River Batture.

February 28, 2019

Kelley Williams and attorney Don Barrett started reaching out to private landowners. The State is putting up $100K on a projected $2M 

needed to hire experts. They are trying to sign up private landowners to join the lawsuit and help pay the fees. They think they can get 200,000 

acres signed up - that would cost $10/acre to join. Refuge owns 12,000 acres in the batture. They would have to pay $120,000 to join the 

lawsuit. The lawyer keeps 33.3% of the winnings. The others get 66.7% of the winnings divided up. However - if you don’t want to pay up 

front - others will put up the money and they will get keep 27.5% per year interest and they only get paid if they win. 

November 21, 2023

The Barrett Law Group sent out a letter to all the hunting clubs updating them on the lawsuit. They officially submitted a Complaint on 

October 16, 2023 in the Court of Federal Claims regarding the taking of property on or near the MS River. This complaint is the 4th 

landowner complaint filed and it is now consolidated with the lead case. The summary judgement briefing will conclude at the end of 

February 2024 and then Judge Kaplan will set a trial date for some time later in 2024. 

February 11, 2020

The Corps had made a motion to dismiss the lawsuit. Federal Claims Court Judge Elaine Kaplan ruled that the $3T lawsuit can move 

forward instead of being dismissed. She denied the Corps motion to dismiss. 

2020--2023

They worked on the discovery phase - including depositions, expert reports, and expert depositions. They signed up lots of hunting clubs to 

the class-action lawsuit. 

September 17, 2024 

Federal Claims Court Judge Elaine Kaplan ruled that claims of the bellwether plantiffs were not within 6 years of their lawsuit - therefore 

the claims of the bellwether plantiffs are dismissed based on lack of subject-matter jurisdiction. This ruling dismisses and ends the $3T 

lawsuit! The plantiffs included the State of Mississippi, Kelley Williams and 200,0000 acres of riverside hunting clubs that had signed on! 

2019



2025

DOOM & GLOOM

Levees are going to 

overtop & fail!

Back to blaming the Old 

River Control Structure

and the sediment plug!

DOOM & GLOOM

MS River is going to the Atchafalaya!

Will destroy Morgan City!

Will shut down the New Orleans Port

and the Baton Rouge oil refineries!

SOLUTION

Build another $ Billions 

Control Structure just

above me!

Forget what I said about 

all the Doom & Gloom!

That won’t happen!

I was just getting your attention 

so you will support my plan!

If I believed the levees were 

going to fail – what’s the point 

of  building a new Structure!



RM 328 - WIDOW 
GRAHAM BEND
PROPOSED NEW
CONTROL STRUCTURE

RM 315 - OLD RIVER 
CONTROL STRUCTURE

RM 323
KELLEY 

WILIAMS
8,792 acre
Lake Mary 
Property

BOTTLENECK 
PLUG OF SEDIMENT
FILLING THE MS 
RIVER DUE TO THE 
REDUCED FLOW IN 
THE MS RIVER  
BELOW THE ORCS.

KELLEY WILIAMS WANTS THE 
CORPS TO SPEND $ BILLIONS 

TO BUILD A NEW CONTROL 
STRUCTURE AT RM 328 JUST 

ABOVE HIS PROPERTY AT 
RM 323 TO TAKE WATER OUT OF 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND 
GIVE HIS PROPERTY 

PROTECTION.

This proposed Control 
Structure is only 13 miles above 
the Old River Control Structure 

(ORCS).

This is obviously short-sighted 
on Kelley Williams’ part for his 

own personal gain.

If you move the Structure 
upstream – you will just move 

the Bottleneck plug of Sediment  
further upstream and this will 

worsen flooding conditions 
upstream at Vicksburg. 
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RM 328 - WIDOW 
GRAHAM BEND
PROPOSED NEW
CONTROL STRUCTURE

KELLEY WILIAMS
OWNS 8,792 ACRES IN THE MS 
BATTURE JUST ABOVE THE OLD 
RIVER CONTROL STRUCTURE.

THIS IS A $50M+ ASSET HE OWNS!

2019
FILED A LAWSUIT AGAINST THE 

CORPS BECAUSE OF THE 
MS RIVER FLOODING 
HIS $50M PROPERTY.

2016
TRIED TO CONVINCE THE 

CORPS TO MOVE MORE WATER 
THROUGH THE ORCS

TO HELP HIS $50M PROPERTY.

2025
TRYING TO CONVINCE EVERYONE 
THAT THE LEVEES ARE GOING TO 
OVERTOP & FAIL AND THAT THE 

MS RIVER IS GOING TO RELOCATE 
TO THE ATCHAFAYLA RIVER.

YET HIS SOLUTION IS FOR THE 
CORPS TO BUILD ANOTHER  

$ BILLION $ CONTROL STRUCTURE 
JUST ABOVE HIM TO 

PROTECT HIS $50M PROPERTY.

THE CORPS SAID NO!

HE LOST THE LAWSUIT IN 2024!

Low Sill Structure in 1959

Auxillary Structure in 1986 

Hydropower Plant

in 1990 5% of Flow

20% of Flow

75% of Flow



-1.58’

-1.29’

-1.04’

+0.90’

+1.55’

+2.27’

Memphis

-1.27’
Less Flooding

than Greenville

Natchez

+2.42’
More Flooding

than Greenville

RM 734 RM 554 RM 363



THE MS LEVEE BOARD:

PROUD TO SERVE THE DELTA

www.msleveeboard.com
Please visit our web site for additional information.

QUESTIONS???
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